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The despatches from General McClellan give us
the particulars of & grand battle which took place
on the lsst day of May and the 1st of June, on
the west side of the Chickahominy river. Genera
MoClellan states that the corps of Generals Bum-
mer, Heintselman and Keyeshad been engaged
against grestly superior numbers, the enemy
taking advantage of o terrible storm, which had
flooded the valley of the Chickahominy, to attack
his \roops on the flagk. General Casey's division
which was in the first lins, gave way unaccounta-
bly and disunitedly, This caused a temporar;
confusion, during which the guns and baggage
were lost; but Genesals Heintzelman and Kear-
ney most gallanily brought up their troops
which ghecked the enemy. At the same time
however, we suceeeded, by great exertion, It
bringing across Generals Sedgerick’s and Richard
son’s divisions, which belong to the cofp of Gen.
eral Somner, who drove back the enemy at the
point of the bayones; covering the ground with his
dead. The pext morning (Sunday) the enemy at
h-pudtoliuﬂu conflict, but was everywhere
repulsed. Many prisoners were taken, amon;
‘whom were General Pettigrew and Colonel Long
The enemy’s loss was considersd to be enormon:.
With the exception of General Casoy’s division, the
men behaved splendidly. !

Later despatches, of an unofficial character, re
ceived from the headquarters of the Army of th
Potomae, say that the importance and dimensions
of the victory increass as they are hourly de
veloped.

The following correspondence, which, witho r
usual respect for the orders of the War De
partment, we have withheld from the public
will explsin many of the preliminary move-
ments which have herctofore been unknown by
them, and which have resulted i this grand
battle amd vietory. It will be seen that
General McClellan has, while sending along in
front a brigade or & division as & feeler, ably sup-
ported them within striking distance by others.
fresh and vigorous and readyfor the fight. As the
ebject has been to some extent attained, and as
the rebels have folt the force of the blows of those
generals mentioned in this correspond , there

-
Brown. She was asked If the colored folks here
over cntertained a hope of being freed, and replied,
“Well, ] hab hear some say 80; but others said it would
navor be. A good many years ago de vessels used to
come up dis yere and got & great doal af Himbar,
aud do capiain of ke of dom yessels tole me, when 1

was mournin’ my daughter wassold away, thal
Ishould Iib 4o see de day whea all would be'fres; bub
it nabber coma.’ . y

Two days ago Coionsl Ingalls, who has charge
of the quartermaster’s department at ihis point,
came to Diana’s cabin and directed that her hus-
band should assemble all the able bodied negrocs on
the place and he would set them at work for the United
Siates. The old woman wis much axcited, and ex-
olaimed repeatedly, after the Colonel had gons, ‘‘Dear
lamb of God! I knew {b would come. Now I know I
bab got & Lord and Saviour, and I thaok him.” Some of
hmhnmummunwtm'lb
partment, but most of them prefer Lo engage as servanta
to officers. It seems Lo be the heighth of their ambition
to bisek & colonel's boots. The negro quariers here
abound in children. One cabin has fteen, nearly alike
inage, and ono of the matrons, who appears o be not
more than forty years oid, is said to bo the mother of
twenty-four children. ‘

Diana ssys that the origioal Custis mansion was burned
several years ngo, and thai General Washington was
married In it. The present bualiding, called the *‘White
House,' waa built upon the brick basement of the formaer
ono. The estate is & princely one.. From tho bauk of
the Pamunkey river it extends fartber than the eyo can
seo. A level platesn, comprising some seven hundred
scres, bordered by & semicirele of undulating woodlands,
fs under tiilage. That portion on which whent is grow-
ing bas been lef unbarmed; but the clover, which was
[ kmee deop and in blossom when we arrived, has been de-
stroyed by our troops who are encamped upon it. It ia
3 humilistlog speciacie for the SBoutherners to '
rich plantation, wi has been for se many y the
property of the F. F. V. par excelionco—tB first fumiily of
Virginia, allied to the Immortal Was
. trampled upon by invaders, in the testh of those boasting
legions who swore that no Yankes foot should profane
the ‘“sagred soll,” and who threatened $o oarry the war
into the Northern States. Oturl.lm-l.hah_illlku
ayory procaution in his power 0 prevent marsuding:
but the cccupation of a gountry by the bast behaved
army in the world nevessarily inflicts grest igjury upon

1o would find his broad acres of clover troddea Into mud
and dust, and his cornflelds and orchards showing the
mprints of the iroa beel of war. Tired soldiers camping
upon wet ground have not sufficient respegt for secesh
ralls to overcoms the exigencles of Lhe cass, when il |8
absolutely necessary that Union pota should be made to.
boil,

The country between'this place and Chickahominy
swamp is coversd with forests, chequered with whoat-
Nelds, which woald have afforded ths ememy excellent
apportunities to harass our army should we attempt to
march directly to Richmond, Tha robsls have wissly
dstarmined not to risk the chapces of being captured In
4stail while playing that game, and reiffed beyond the
Chickahominy towards Richmond, whege they will q;ht
w skednddle, according to cirew \

General MoClellan s fully aware of the difficulties of
his position,and will move with due eaution, belng de.
termined to win. He will probably be outnumbered a
Tichmond, unless the government should reinforce him
anl an unnecessary sacrifice of life may be the conse
q1s oe; but while e is at the hesd of the army thesol-
aiers dream of nothing but victory, st whatever cosi.

Caxcr Nay® ram Coick 4noxiey, May 25, 1802.
IA _Chickahoming—Boliom’s Brillge—What They Are
When Compored with Their Popularily—A4 Storm—The

Chickahowsing Afler Thal—The Now Botiom's Brid-e, de.

Like many smother [amous stream , suciont and modern,
th  Chickahominy, seen and messured, falls far behind
th: greatoess of its reputation. Withoul intentional want
o respect townrds the things that the Boutbern crnfede-
r 'y sels store by, I musi yet espress my opinion that
& o much-pamed Chickahowmioy river is a dolusion, a
hambuag, s “sell,” and that it Bw’t “shucks.” Tiber has
4 sappointed many; bit Tiber s & wide and muddy diich
» least. Scamander—glorious in the verses of the blind old
aan, glorious now no more--had water enough in it once
) deown the nymph Endies. Buat alas for Clickahominy
't disappointed more than thess. T (s nslithers wi
wid muddy ditch, nor hath it enough water to  drown'
«ay nfinph of my knowlodge, except such & nymph as

Iphelia, or ‘‘onsmore unfortunate.!” ! did think thore
vaa wrong io the levily of cur men, who, through all the
lage of this onward march, have spoken lightly of itas
ihe Chickes-and heminy, and, By & natural transition,
he Hog-and-hominy; but I mysell was In error, and
“whow give my full consent té have the aforesaid river
i “pames.” Even the wrelched darkeys of this vicl-
nityl are filled with contempt for i, They will not go
dive humired yards up or down stroam in search of a
yridge; bal they just wade through, sud moeet them balf
i mile sway, and you would not know tham.

Broadway is more nearly Impassable say day In
‘ebruary than the Chickabominy was to-day when some
egimonts went over. nu-mumwmnﬂ
shady way througli the woods, and whose course cannot
be traced In the lapdscape at avy distance from it
Darkeys gay that it has @sh in It; but [haven't seen
them. Porhaps they are sither furiber u further
down. the stream than the pointof which 1 now spoak,
which is that whare the river Is Inlersecied by the
.ueMm road and spanned by Bottom's Bridge.

Nelther was Bottom's Bridge a romarkable affair,
but & mere cvuntry convenlence pliced beside a
Miﬂﬂ"mmwa;oiﬂgmrﬂq
shod i they wished. It was probably blown up
with about a pguad aod a hall of powder; but
~hy the rebe's should have wasted oven that mmall
amount of the precious dust | eamnod see; for the de
struction of Dobom's Aridge could not possihly detain us

The above was wrilten st tem o'clock A. M., afller a
visit to the stream. Then the sumshone brilllantly and
hotly; It was & summer day,clear and intense, aod the
little stream afforded & ploasant refreshmont to the
hormes that waded and the men Lhat washed jnik. It is
now three o'glock P. M., and there is & change. Bince
noon we have had a shower, rather more fhan heavy.
For half an hour the whole space, from our little out-
look, seemed like the face of & cataract. Waler
fell less In drops than in mmasses. By way of

is nothing contraband now in its publicstion. We:
bowever, still exclude some valuable intelligence,
as the result of the movements has not yettrans-
pired. e

THE PRELININARIES OF THE GREAT BATTLE.

Our Bpecial Army Despatches.

Camw ov Rommnr Mrmxt,
Bmap Seave ow Cor. Wu. Frosevan Las's PLasranon,
Warms Hovss Pouorr, va., May 26, 1562,

Rolert amd his [hans— Robert a Spiritual ddwiser— [hana
Hope—Nogro Ambition—Colonel Loe't Fstate— Ity Comali
:—-—:.Mﬁmdd-umam
Robart Meakum and his wife Disna are tho loading

colored peopis on this plamtation. Their cabin Ig the

Iargest of about twenty negro habitations upon the es-

tate, It has & clay fioor, except ai tho end scoupied by

the chimpay and firerlace, where n brick pavement ex.
tends the enlire width of the howss, The lower pari of
the chimuey cxtends acrons the end of the buliding like.

Wise, and a8 one siis upon (his ample hoarth he may ses

& patch of sky through the chimney top by looking up-

ward. Boveral ohildren, grandehiidren, and heus and

chicksun, atiure this onbin with Robert wnd hig wife,

Diana |8 sighty three years old, and was born and rajeed

upon ibe plantation, She has mever Lstn bayond |is

boundaries. Robort was raised in Prince William soun-
iy, and bocame (he properly of Colonal Lee by
his marrisgs with Mim Cartor, of that oounty.
aad, on being tramaferred to this estate, Hobery
marriod Disoa, who was & widow. Colonsl Les In the
owner of one hundred amd Afty negroes, abows

divided Lolwesn Lhis plantation aad Lin farm (n Prinee

Williem,

Robers and Disas are representalive charicters, Ro.
bert is theadiviser of the “‘people’ of Iho piaatatien, in
Soth spirivual snd temporal affaire. Mo im & Bapt i, and
Bas held religious axercises in his cabia for many yeury
Diaua ta alno plons, and bopeful of & heaven whers thers
15 00 mere bard work. She said Lo me, '*Wo hab seen &
heap ob ups and dowms, orosses and coms backs, buj
mmy desire is onto do and.’* When Lol il ths Tankees
would be vory liksly to kill Masss Les, shs repiiel vary
wmum Lord’s will maust ho dose ants

Dinnn bad cover Las o uAth
Enow what tle v 1 ;

anlele, and did mot

i Wl avsn bewrd
of Wendell Philips  “hu woon thay man  hae
been - bumg for' Mghiing g e and

1aven,
.

dimly remewbored  (bat L o “w

Jolia

* ’.:".’“‘4 (2] aa M

; our horses were finely pelted with
hallstones of the average wize of Thickorynats.
Now everything s aloas, especialiy the Chickabominy:
The little raral stream that we saw (o-dsy Is gone—
washod away, no doubl. 'We romember it as a thing that
might bave dolighted the soul of Herrick, or any othor
post very moderately aqualic in sentiment. In truth, it
did fod. its way pleasantly and with a bappy murmur
around the roots of the old trees in » and *'Ha
beina fair’’ might bave chosen man; coay plase
than its mosay banks to rest her wet feet on. Albeit, It
was not 80 much like & resi river as like s expression of
Dirwel Foster's fancy. Bul il is gooe. lo its plase \here
ina wide, distarbed lake, that siretches up luto the felds
beyond cither bank, muddy and turbulent,” byt much
more respectable as an obstruction than the late Chicka-
hominy river. -
Everybody in camp s busy and bolsterous jost now,
The shower is over and (he sun ls out. The moen smerge
from their little sheiter tsote, scarcaly the drie- for the
cover; and "‘there are some ihai leap and some that
danco, like troutiets ina pool.” We enjoy the shower
now ag & glorious addition to the lsndscape; but & fow
minutes ago it wan nearly a desperate matiar. Then might
inquisitive eyo, had it glanced through any one of seve-
ral chinks in our tent, have cbserved a colonel, & major,
a quariermastor, & dootor and a spocial correspondant,
ench ssated on an jsland of blanket and indis rubber,
absorbed o melsncboly and iotensely Interested com-
templation of oertain rivulots and pools that
male the floor of sald tent desp and damp
as the bed of the lale Chickabominy river. But
ihe waters were assuaged and we are safe. Ono ncident
of the storm, however, is worthy of resoembrance. Half
A doren hallstones fornished us with lh-—tum(
whiskey and los an comforfably as it could bave been
datie at o New York holel,
* Two hundrsd men from the Tenth Massachusetts and
Thirtysixth New York rogimonts, under command of
Liewlansat Colonel Decker, have buill & good bridge
which more than sapplies the place of the bridge ihas
wha Dotlom’s. At four o'clock ', M. Caplain Spaulding,
of the Fiftieth New York regiment, eame up with »
bridge train and 8 bundred men, and by nightfall had
apsined the eiream with an “Austrian trowile bridge”
one hundrod feel o length.  Other bridges will doubtless
bo Lhrown soroms, above and below, withous delay, and
tho river will be passable for the whole Army at onoo,
Two companies of the Massachosetia Tenth advanead
s fow miles bayond the Chivkabominy o day, Yollowing
ciona on the hoo's of the rovsle as Lhey rotire. Tt would
1ot b ke the Massachuseits boye not te hurry (hom &

el a0 there was an exchange of shole, without g
on 61" lile

property. Should Col. Les return to tho White House. |

Canr Buroxs Ricumosn, May 36, 1663,
Incidenis of the Brilliand Affair of New Bridge—Haroia

Bravery of the Fourlh Michipam Regiment—Patriotiom

. m:JWM"M"M

m‘t:;ﬁwm that mest of our diviion 8
encamped at Kidd's Mill. One brigade is two miles and
& half diutant from us. This is the brigads, under com-
command of Geaoral Morell untll his recent prometion
as acting division commander, to which the Fourth
Michigan regiment, Colonsl Woodbury, belongs, who
ware the horoos of the aplendid skirmish yestorday at
Now Bridge. The praiscs of this rogimeni are nowon
every tongus, and If General Morell sver had reason to
be proud of his brigade he has every reason to bo proud
of It now, and so he is. He is congratulsted on every
slide for what this ona regiment has done, and what any
olher regimant in the brigade would have done—such
has been thelr training and sach their coplness and
valor, And the afflair was & brillisnt ens. In my ac-
count of i, which had to be writien very hasiily to
catoh the first departing mail, I was obliged to omit
much of interest. Hers la ons incident that shows the
self-abnogating spirit and earnesiness of our men io
action. The man Piper, the only ons on our side who
was killed, has & brother in tho same sompany.

“Your brother has boen shol," sald an officer, ‘and If
you want o see him allve, hurry from here to whare
they have taken him."

] can't teave bere,” replied the brother, “I'have no
no time now to look aftef dying brothers. My country
bas the highest claim om me."

And this brother continued in the hottest of the fght
during the two hours it lasted, He aflerwards said that
ho had mere than aveaged the death of his brother.

*1 might have shot you ball & .degen times,'’ re-
marked one of the prisonsrs, after the fight, to Colonel
‘Woodbury.

«Why did'nt you?' aaked the Colomel, with that cool*
neas of manner for which ha s remarkable.

] took you to be some damn common mounted order.
ly," waa tho response. .

The coolneas of Colonsl Woodbury during the astions
as also Lisut, Col. Childs, Major Coles and Adjutant Esrle,
cannot e spokem of im terms of teo strong
comWendation. They rode back and forth, giving and

one of She reina of the bridle of
Colonel Wood!| horse. ball hit the breech
of Captain shattering the
wood part, but doing mo harm, » $0 the owner
Captain Spalding, it will was shot in

front of Forktown, in the lsft feligo of absence
was him, which he refaged to scesphes All the
line officers behaved gallantly as wall as the men. Fard-
ing and swimming the y, o they did, carry-
ing thislr musipisand boxesaloft tnthelr hands
and that, t0o, in faee of firing by the enemy,
was an sed of horoism and valdy no words oan periray.
Colonel Woodbury, I may remark in this connection, is
&8 modest as he is brave. His fripuds have impor
tuned him, 80 I am told, time snd time again’
te allow his name to be presenied for a brigadier
goneraiship. “If 1 am promoted at all,’”” hjs universal
reaponse has been, ** it shall not bo through political in-
fluence, but for deserving conduct on the fleld.”

Private Drake, of Com B, Fourth Michigan regi-
maent, one of the wwnd:h. New Bridge engage-
meont, died to-day from the of his wounds. It is
thought that Chase,of Company C, reporied mortally
wounded In my writlen unt, will not live the day
ont. All tho remaining w, are doing well, as also
nnbd wounded. former are under the care of

b. Clark and Cham ,and the lattor under Drs.
Churchill and West,of the same brigado—the gensral
medical supervisién being in the hands of Dr. Wm. E
Walers.

W=t or 1R CroxAmoanyy, May 20, 1863
Our Fores Vigorous—What of (he Rebels?—General Mc-
Clallan's Plans—The While Oak Swamp, de.

I daie this letter ms sbove, as it might not be expe-
dient to give the precise location or extent of the force
with which T amat this time, beyond the fact that we
ave salely over Bottom’s Bridge, and the anticipated line
of dele oo the Chickahominy found not occupled in
foree by the pebels. Btill the eountry i3 such that each
step mumt be carefully felt, and aa cach advpaceis made,
the greatest care | necessary to make it secure. '

General McClellan has promised * there shall be no
 more Bull rups,’” and be means to keep it. Tivere is, oo
doubt, & much lsrgerforce opposed to us on the rebel

Lﬂnwtmmwm .

t \f any considerable portion ef our forces should
be thrown forward mannor that the onemy's betier
knowledge of the wogld epable them to flank
Ik, or open masked batleries and drive them back, a
roaction might occur in the rebsl army that would make
them truly fermidable.

Our people a$ home must curb their impatience, and
bo satisfied with the nasurance that, as long as General
McClelldn can arrango his own plans, thare will be no
possibility of any reverse 16 our ayms. Ho is Dot a

yral to hazard Lhe lives of bis men and the
‘of his army wupon & Hordlong dash which, if

, 8 called “brilliant,” or, unsuccessul, called,
perhaps, “Baroic devotion” or foollissdincss. His plans
are all laid-with the ntmost precisiod And certalnty, pre-
ferring to sacrifice the chance of a brilllant stroke to the
certainty of & glorious conclusion.

Generdl Sickles rejoined his command on Friday, just
before ghey took up their line of march from Ballimors
Cross Reads. His sdvent was hailled with the lveliest
enthusiasm, and officers and mem cheored till falrly
honrse. Whatever may be thought of him elsewhers,
he certainly has the hearts of those now under his com-
mand. a

Tho announcemant Lhat tho batsle of Willlamsburg was
10 be faithfully recorded in the Hwavo of e 24th was
rocoived with delight by ibe divlsion undor Genoral
Hoeker, who, not without reason, demplain thad justico
has pot been dome thom snd Kearnay's treops o the ac-
coynts so far pul the doingn of that day.

Fince the fight they seem almost to adore their gens-
rals, and whenever they ride along the lines their ap
proach s passed from regiment 0 regiment by whe
heartiest cheering. Notwithsiandiog their severs loss
at Willamaburg, they aroready for another fight, snd,
if oocasion requires, will give as good an sccount of them.
solves as thoy did on the 5th inat,

Thers wers afaw cupiesof the Hzmaro brought Into
camp this ‘morning -oomiaining tha aoconnd of tho
Willlsmeburg fight. What few were broughl here
were soatched up st tweniy-five ceals, and the
fortunate possessors wero offered fifty conts and a dollar
for their copies, with few willing Lo take even thal price.

In an abandoned camp of the enomy, near which one
of our regiments rested, the followina letter was found,
torn In fragmenta. As |t must baye besn wrilten near the
place wha o it was found, It was perbaps never posted
Doubtless the camp s which It is dated is the one In
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consultation—(his bedy servant,
h-.-lhmhhhm,-_numﬂ
ter told the other gonerals thaj *‘they might as well sur-
render bere as anywhere,and that they must surrender

dent oo ‘tyou.mn&m“
foro light the P00 Tharsday bhis whole forcs

impassable, and it must retard the progress of the army
0 & considerable extent. Btill the werd is onward, and
all difiguities will be surmounted, although Lime is neces*
sary toovercoms them in & manner to render success
certain. The sun is bright and warm this morning, and
will soon dry the roads again and vender them i fier
wravel. The mext advance made by the army will be
Into Richmond, and you may expect s asy moment to
hear of our being in posssssion of that city. A heavy firing

o |{was heard on the right yesterday,bus the causs or precise

4lity is not known to us. Bome one of the numerous
pondents of the Hxmarp will, ne doubt, be there to
give you an acoount of the affair.

Tnis portion of the army is passing through & seotion
of Virginia which has not before been traversed by the
troops of either army, andiihe contrast is most striking.
' For almost the first time since’ entering the Siate this
army has seen cultivated flelds. the gorn is plant-
od and ready for the hoe. The wheat, gresn and luzu.
risnt,is just heading out, with promises of an excellent
crop; the clover flelds, dresged in thair gayest bloom,
and gverything wearing the appsirance of quist and
peace. How in contrast with theappearance of the lower
portion of the pemiusula!—there the fences gone, the felds
Iaid waste, quitfvation suspendod, the Bouses dllapidated,
the gardens gverrun and desolation written on ovéry hand.
Truly bas Virgimla suffered het perfidy to the
Cuion. Long years of Loil w LEO8SSAT riq rostore
the agricultural condition of the State, regardleaa of the
fnancial, morsl and political agpect of her aMlrs.

The blind zeal with which her citizens now sustain a
cause agalnst which, whoa submitted to them, they
protested at the ballot box, seems inorediblo; but there
s no denying the faot, the greater portiom of the
people are doggedly devoted tothe cause; and, when
pressed for & reascn, can only find some miserabls
tale of what the Yankees lutended to do to them had
thoy remained fu the Uniom., Many of these stories are
50 absurd that a docently intelligent contraband would
blush o be charged with being the author.

Upon tho passage of the Chickahominy river onFriday,
'Moy 33, General Couch's splendid - division® was in ad-
vance. Nearly a mile beyond the river the Richmond
road tumns very suddenly {0 the north, and the Charles
City road runs nway from It in a*mearly opposito dires-
ton. As lattor road ran in to the rear of our ad-
vance on ¢he othor, it was nscessary lo guard It, aud Gen.
Couch was sent down and encamped on It at about a mile
from the jutction, and Goneral Casoy's division following
behind, rested at the jJunciion and almost on the Rich-
mond rodd, General Couch thus jost, to the Intenss
chagrin of his whols division, the advance which he had
sorecently gained aud which he so well deserved tohave;
for, when the corps again moved i was not counter.
marghed, but moved on the Richmood rosd in the order
ia which It had lain, with General Casoy's division firat.
This Iatter: b was begun on Sunday, sl ten A. M.,
and it was lptended to hall at the Eoven Pines, a point
wilthin pevof\miles of Righmond; bul, owing te the na-
ture of the cquniry this iotenti®a was relinqalsted, and
the advance encamped & mile or more short of the
Pines, and made Itself comfortable for the* might,

The position in which tbe crps now rested was a very
p one. Tothe left of the road was an exlensive
aud dry pine forest. In this Casoy’s troops wore encamp-
#d. Ou bis ront was an open plain, & mile In extent in
the dlrection of the road, and about half amile wide In
the other direction. On the side opposite from the road
shis piain was bounded by another thick wood, and bo
hind this wood,, to the left of General Casey, lay General
Couch's division.

Arrangoments wero begun as soon ag the sorps rested
to earry out further orders, which were that the mea
should have ] i In thelr haversacks st
nm, sﬁ; a . and superflicus baggage
should bo sent beyond the Chickabominy. It was g¥l,
deut that we were to march from this camp to ba
that is if there was (o be & batile—and with this lo-
tion all lay down to sleep. -

Um Monday, at an sarly hour, word came in rrb&’th
pickets In front thak the sy were advancing in force
cn the Richmondroad. Alf'was In readiness and expoc-
tation, One of Casey's division was sent for-
ward to moet them, and the remainder of that division
and all of Couch's were heid in readiness to move at a
moment's notics. Bat 1t was a falseaisrm. The brigade
that went forward in such gay geod humor found no
one and retaroed. Later, Gen. Casey’'s whole division
was moved forward two milea further on the road to,
wards Richmond. (0l, Oouab'p division was then seb to
work with fntrenching tools In largd detajls, and that
night and the next day (Tuesday) completed a line of
rifle pits all slong the froat of Gen. Casey's late camps,
and alsy d several redoubts for cannon. Thes®
works made the position & strong one; but they were con-

rage and madp their arrangementa acoordingly. If des-
pite that they ahould sucosed, very wall; but in case of

fifty men each from the Fifth and Tweniy.third North
Carolins, the Twonty.fourth and Thirtieth Virginls, snd
the Becond Florida regiments, and 0ty from the Bocond
Mississippi battailon. They advanced under cover of the
woods and drove in our owter pickels, bul wers driven
off by the supports withous dificulty.

Uur loss was savere for 8o amall a matter. Major John
E. Keslay, of the Ninely-sixih New York, was killed, and
aigo s private of the same regiment. Beversl of the
suemy’s men were b, and one lofi on the field wea
brought in; be will probably dis before might. From
bim we learn that Early's brignde—tho brigade beslen
by Hancook at Willlamsburg—is ehosmped near us, and
ihatGeneral Early Las recovered from his wound and (s
in command. i

Thia corps advaneed Lwo miles to-day.

Dr. Jossph B, Brewn, lately Modlcal Director of the
Hourth corps, has been trausforred Lo Fraoklin's corps.
ife Is rugoeedod by Dr. Frank Hamilton,

—
Came Warre Our, May 80, 1504,
Fen. Castys Divigion Nafore Fight—T0e Eeesl:ior Biri.

’ pade, "
Camev's divislon I withia sd & BAIL lles

of the city of Rishmond. Ou the flst of May the
Seventh Massachusetts regiment was ordered Lo oroas the
Chickahominy, snd one company was detalled for skir-
mishing. The rebel forces under Magruder were attaek-

od, @ phe White Ouk
; a On Bslurday, thp
Gerlaral Nagiso took phef in this affair, but ur division

was two miwe in rear &b the time of the conlest:
The Teoth Massachuseits was ordered to the feld;
&lso Thirty-sixth regiment of New York.

There was very heavy firing this afterncon sl sboud

‘ome o'clogk on our right. Geaeral Nagles, It appears, is

likely tohave & vary lively tims of ii. Wo are fully the
distance of two mlles from the firing, which was very
hoavy indeed. Weare sxpecting to move every minute,
Thoe rebels are trying to break through the right wing
and come down on the railroad tragk. This rallway ap-
pears to be their great Aghting place, as they bave made
two atiacks before along the track, but have always besa
beaten. Nagles 1s doing well.

In the battle of Williamsburg, the first regiment of the
Fxcelalor brigade (Seventisth regimens Now York Velun-
toars) lost In killed and wounded twenty -iwo of Its som-
misioned officers and over three humdred of its noo
commissioned officers and privates. Of thess nine
cemmissioned officors were kilied and over one hundred
non-commissionsd officers and privates wers buried on
the flald. It is due to these soldiers, commissioned and
nof-commissioned, that thestory of their trial and eon-
stancy should be told.

fiold, because & regiment {a good or bad, useful or other-
wise, aotording ms it ls disolplined and fnstrugted

by iia offcers. The devotion of those officers ko
their duties bad made them ameng the meet
accomplishod, regulsar or voluntesr, in the servics: and
the froit of their labor was & regiment of which thay
were proud, which did honor 0 them, to iteslf and to
the army. That the story shoald be told is also due to
the rank and file, who with patisnce tted to the

!

most severs disclpline and labor, In sirong

much of the army, belleving that by much submjssion. |
they would become better soldiers, and better thio
great csuss in which they werse engaged. How hopes

were varified, how well their discipline served them
the hour of trial, and enabled them torival the
valor of the best (roops of amelent and
sball pow be told. 'Whea the division of
oppoalls) Willlamsburg, found iself esogaged
overwhelming forco of the rebels, by I
s vigorous attempt was made w0 tfank b
the First Excelslor regiment, New York,
Witlam Dwight, Jr.;" was ordersd fo fake
aod hold a pesition in the threatensd flank. This regl-
ment raljeved ihe Third regiment of the same brigads,
and Yook up a position where il was partially.p
by some felled timber. Hardly bad the regiment got
inio line when Colonsl Dwight sawr a regiment in line of
battle within sixty of him. He was about to order
his regiment to fire, ons of his officers sald, ‘‘ That
is one of our 6wn regiments.” Colonel Dwight hesitated
s moment, knowing that Pattsrsea's brigade had
taken a position earlier in the day to the left of his own,
and fearing a mistake. The Colonel of the rebel regl
mant, for 30 it was, ealied out, “Show your colors.”
This Colonst ight did mot do. * Is that the ——
regiment,"’ the rebel Colomel. Then Colomel
t ordered his colors to be displayed.
The Colonel thon exclaimed, ‘¢ You are
prisoncrs.”™ A-partial volley from the rebel regiment
wettled the doubt, and at onge Colonel Dwight opensd his
fire. His rogiment wasd armod with the smooth bore
musket, loaded with buck and ball, and their fire, at this
short range, was very destructive. So much so, that the
fire of this, the first rebel regiment sncountersd, was
almost silspeed by o few volleys from Colonsl Dwight's
regiment.

The rebels, however, immediately reluforced it with
two regimoents in front of Colowel Dwight. Though this
force was in front, it soon became evident that a foree
squally large was on tharight flankof the First Excelsior,
mmn--uphmmmmmmm
be ahown , &nd the rebsl confidense that withous a shot
the First’ Excelsior wag a regfment of prisoners.

Az long a5 the ammaunition of Col. Dwight's ragiment
held out, his Ten, I§Inp dowsi aiid rotecting themselyes as
far as pessible by the timber, malniained thelr 74
Thelr ratks, however, were rapidly thinned. The grders
wars to hold that position, and that position they held.
They could hear the rebel volleys far beyond thesi on
their left turning the ‘position. The fire of the enemy,
MI:MM&“MMI{.M
front and on their right, Is described as contingous, de-
structive and sweeping. The constant whirg of bullels
waslike the flight of somo vast flock of birds of prey.
8ti1, the consiancy of the First Excolsior t stoo |
firm. That.osition wasa key, and a keydh their keep-
fug. The brave Captaln Willkrd, of anbther rogiment,
wame up to Colonel Dwight aod sald 8 him, “Nu men
can stand this fre." I amordered to bold this posiilon,'”
said Culonel Dwight, “and, besides, retreat s lo;
woss than annibiiation.” ‘' But," sald the Caplain, and al
the moment & pall passed through his bead and the seu”
tence wmi unspoken. He was dead. The gallant Major

It is pre-ominently due to the offiosrs who died cofthat |

g, the 'goon sald to Col
Dwight:—*Your wounds will suffer from the removal,
but you must.go with us, unless you give your parcle
tha 000 18 ad the door.” 1o that case I give you
my parcle,” was the asswer. He was lef} with the
other wounded, and in a short time recelved a cordial
greeling from one of General Hemtze'man's staff, Ths
Geveral alse visited him Immediately, and General
McClellan himself s00n game to him, and, takiog him by -
the hand,sald, **Colonsl, I thank you and yoar regiment
for your gallant and herola conduct.”

There is nothing to add to this siory, save the siate
ment that Colonel Dwight's wounds are now doing well
under the care of friends né Washington.

I8 may bo justly claimed for Colonsl Dwight and the
First Excelsior regiment, which ho ,that they
“did most signal service in as fought fiold aa was
' More 80, ]
brave general, who commanded a brigade on that ge
wmmnm llw. “than

be known exept who participated in
W’:ﬂlm." # »

Composed of comapanies from Mussach York,
Now Jarssy, Pemnsylvania aqd Michigan, the First Exoal-
sior regimont belongs to country aad ita fame ks
theies. This simpie ‘of thoir trinl and of their cen.

duck is, perhaps, worthy 30 be known apd i¢ be remem.
by the Btates froms which they cgme, 3
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on Jamel Rivy—An Bslensive Plan-

Oy

Destitution in That Olly, de..de, ", |\
Yesterday ovening the Inland Belle, Coour de Lion and
Stepping Stones raf alengside the Mi , ngabip,
and took In & quastity of gtores, after they pre-
ceeded up the James river in the order named
anchored = little aboum‘ 's News
At four o'clock we weig anchor and stood

river,in thesame ordar liyuuh

i
ik

i

sl
port's N
bean
Stars and
on our ocourse,
whare the jgunboat Port.Royal was lying, and aftera
boat from By had communicated with us we proceeded
on our way. The river nowtbegan tocontract in breadth,
mﬁnﬂ.mwn-ry*.hvm. Vst

it

I

i

odifices that we have beon laaght to a8 among
the feudal sppanages of the descendants of amolent
cavallsrs of England, from whom the F. F. V. (%]
be Among other Iarge plantations we passed
was obe belonging 0 & Mr. mmd right
bank of the river, some miles This

4 Agemey of yhich his produce i gatbered In
to ome common centrs heA? thi Wharf, ready
for shipment, whilo on the wharl Mself, or nsar by,

troad. On the wholo, whila the charms of nature o
the banks of the James river are undeniable, we look in
valn for those evidences of high civillsation which
wmuhumm..-w -

Pursuing our courso, and pasaing sqveral places where
white flags were fiylag, and eyen whved st uaby both
whites and blacks, we came npon a furmidable fortifice.
tion st o sudden bend of the river, whors ILeteiracts
bly, & few milos below this plase. Down By

Stevens, of the Third régiment Excelstor brigade, at this
tfme addressed Col. Dwight, to know what he thought of
the pesition and prospects. Col. Dwight told him tbat
heo should stay thers, and that he must rely on General
Hooker's saving him by clearing Ris feft. To the adju-
tant, who was going at this momesl to inform the bri,
gade commander of ‘the condition things, the gallami
Major said, “ Teil Colonel Taylor we will sll die here or
hold the position." .

Ounn!l Dwight bafope thia Lime himself wounded
in igh. t:;i&ﬁ &B.l Faruu had gone from
the fle!d wounded in both thighs. Captmin O’ y had
died gallantly early in the "action. Captaln Brunn had
died fighting with extraordinary resolution, and many
otber oMcers were wounded.

Caplain Bughes, than whom & more herale soldier
never breathed, now came Lo Colsnsl Dwight and inform-
od him of the small quantity of smmnaftion yot remals-
ing, of the incroasing numbera of the reboels, and spoke,
aigo, of the frequoncy with which the robel regiments
were rolleved. Colonel Diwight aoknd¥ledged tho facts,
and Captain Bugbee weut to his own poat, woll kaowing
that there he must dla, and a4 that post bo met his fate

‘At this time every oMosr seemed a horo; but dlatin
guished for their dsantisas bearing were Captains
Price and Bugbes, Lisutenauts Zeiglor, Miller, Howe,
Nolson, Hayner, Leviek and Stevens. And many
a ials of gallaniry could be told of fhe
pon-commissiousd, from a resolute sergeant who
fought nobly, to the private who went for the rebel flag,
and died with hishand on it;and (he regimental black-
smith, who fought as If made of Iron, and came oul of
the fire as unharmed as hia own forge.

During this unequal eontest Culone! Dwight endeavor-
od, and, with lemporary success, (o check the enomy's
fire. He ordered twonly men from each company to
spring from their position, and the regimens to cheer
and shout loudly, directing the men who sprang forwara
o balt and lie down after advancing & fow paces. Im.
madiataly the rebel line wavered, and thelr fire coased,
and the regiment had a short relief from their unceasing

80 surely pressed the devoled regiment. [i is, howover,
quite an lostructive lesson of the significance of Yankes
choars 1o the rebel mind, even whea It Is Intoxicsted
by apparent puperiority. The ammunition of his men

der to relrest. Colonel Dwight, as he turned
his head, saw that the lime, whioh had been

€3

my. Fearing a panio and & disorderly reireat, bo
up before tha line and said, *“Full back, slowly, with your
oss W the enemy, ia good order.” He had bardly
spolten when two balls struok bim; ome out his forehead,
the other wounded hia groin seversly. Fle foll, stunned
and blinded by the flow of biood from his hesd, The

morning, through & long and muddy read, it had tolled,
oight hundred mom, towards the scens of its irial and
glory, For two long hours It bad held many rold
it prrmbers in chack. In the evening it mo ' wi ont from
e guamy’s fire with ompty carteidge boxos and fixed
bayonels, numberiug less than four Bundred wiecii s

mon. Two of ita flald ofticers and t wenty of its sompany
offioers bad fallen. As this brokes bt unconauered

the river was s wator battory whore eight guns had
besn evidently mounted, and Immedistely above,
ascended by woodan ‘staira, was anolbér, calou'sted for
soveral mors guns; but sheguos were all taken swsy
and we were allowed to pass ia peace.

A fow miles farther up brought us te City Poini, where
we :mmw»mm.mméﬁm

Jg-of war, lying. The Galens is  listle way above.
E,*mc peltn ja near by,and Is to take this kiter
down. A couple of schooners, besides thess,
the number of our foat. e

From the schooners the lslind Belle, Bte

de Lion Bave recelyed several shee®
of bojlor-irom, to protoet thelr pilot bouses from mus
ketry, from which I gather that we are io be smployed
In recorpotsaances in shosl water, for which our light
draught, If not.our Invulnerability, fits us.

shortly after we ronchod here » trala of ears arrived
ai the Cit
flag of irtce waa holsted 6 the wharf, and shorily afer
& boat boaring & white flag was sent from the Waehusett.
The boat made a second trip, but T haye pel ;
learn the nature of the communication. It fa said
these fisgn of truco Are of every day ocourrames.

Bince writing the foregoing I have been on board the
‘Wachusett and had an interview with Captaln 8mith, the
commanding officer of the squadron on this river. Laat
evening two deseriors from Lho rebels embraced the op-
portunity while on pickel guard to desert and go on
board the Wachusett. They say they were long walting
for an oppertunity, as are a greal number of others, In
fast, (hey know five hundred men in Peteraburg who are
ready 1o leave the rebel ranks, bui the impossibility
30 many men deserting in s body withoul being Immée
alely migsed and captured by = superior foroe prevents
tham, Tho people, 100, endertain Union sentiments to
an extend not generally suspected; bul as each distrusta
hiz nelghbor, all are fearful of speaking frst,

The deserters give a fearful sccount of ihe searolly oc
provisions in Petershurg and Rlchmond. In the lalter
ity flour rose In one day from sevea (o ten dollars & bar-
rol, with s rapidly apward lendency. Almosteverybody
who could get sway was leaving B (he greaissi som-
shernation. E

1 have learned, though not from Captain Smith, that
the three vessels | have already named as having come
up here lo-day are to reconnolire the Chickahominy and
the Appatomox rivers. 1 suppese weo will be sent uP
the former. In either case we must prepare fer a fu.

offiosrs and boat's crew from the Wachusett that were
fired into by (he rebels some days age had a flag of truos
fiying from their boas At the time. This Is an error, as
learn from an officer of the Wachnsetl. The surgeen on
board Uiat vessel wan naked to go on shors to visit a siok
person. e consented, and as Lhe boat was on an srrand
of mercy, which, It was erronsously thought, was
gonerally underatood ou sbors, She white fiag waa omil.
ted. Hence the firing ioto the bost and the lamoolable
reqults—Kkilling, wounding and capturing. T4 ia right to
give even the devil his doe: and, iberefore, if thare are
Any rebels who can be exculpated from any further fo.
famy than simple rebollion, they onght to have the hene-
0t of the whitowashing, wuch a8 W Is.

| Br. ATRAMER HrErrien
oY Torwy, Sasm Havem, Vac, oz 37, thea. {

A Recomnoissance—Deflang Actions of e Rebels—The
5Ly ping Stoner Receives a Volley of Musketry from Rebel
Burhu hari:ri—She Replics and Silences the Retwls, dic.
The Stejying Stonen and the Coour de Lion have just

retarged from a regonnoissance a short diztance up the

Appatomox Fiver, s nacrow stream thal runs pasi Pe-

teral rg and emption itealf into Ihe Jamen river imme.

Alately mhove City Polnt,

The Giapping Stones (ook the lead closaly followed by

Lar censiety to snable her to do whioh we nisckesed

stonm gonatdseably. A Wort distance from the moush

Point depot from Pelarsburg. Immediately »




